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Topic Break Down

Topic No. of Questions

Topic 1, Introduction to IBM SPSS Statistics 14

Topic 2, Data Management 20

Topic 3, Data Transformation 15

Topic 4, Descriptive Statistics 11

Topic 5, Bivariate Statistics 13

Topic 6, Predictive Analytics 2

Total 75
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QUESTION NO: 1

Using the Compute Variable dialog below, the target variable HighSchool will have the following values. (Choose two.)

A. Value 1 if EDUC is less than or equal to 12

B. System-missing value if EDUC is greater than 12

C. The same value as EDUC if EDUC is less than or equal to 12

D. Value 0 if EDUC is greater than 12

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

The correct results are Value 1 if EDUC is less than or equal to 12 and System-missing value if EDUC is greater than 
12. In the Compute Variable procedure, the specified numeric expression assigns the value 1 to the target variable 
HighSchool. The conditional rule limits that assignment to cases meeting the condition EDUC ≤ 12. Thus, every qualifying 
case receives 1 in the new variable, which creates an indicator for respondents whose education value is at or below 12. For 
cases with EDUC values above 12, the compute instruction does not execute because they do not meet the condition. Since 
HighSchool is a newly created numeric variable and no value is assigned for those cases by this command, SPSS leaves 
those values as the numeric system-missing value. This conditional-compute behavior is useful when creating a variable that 
identifies only a selected group while retaining missing values for cases outside that group. IBM documents the Compute 
Variable transformation and conditional execution through the Compute Variable procedure; its treatment of unassigned 
numeric values is consistent with SPSS missing-value handling.
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QUESTION NO: 2

What is the purpose of the Recode into Different Variables transformation?

A. It changes values in the original variable only.

B. It creates a new variable containing recoded values while preserving the original variable.

C. It converts every numeric variable to a string variable.

D. It deletes cases that do not meet a recoding rule.

ANSWER: B 

Explanation:

It creates a new variable containing recoded values while preserving the original variable. This is correct because 
Recode into Different Variables applies specified old-to-new value rules and stores the results in a new target variable. The 
source variable remains unchanged, allowing the original coding to be retained for validation or later analysis.

This feature is useful when grouping a scale variable into categories, collapsing response categories, or creating an alternate 
coding scheme. It is available through Transform > Recode into Different Variables. See IBM documentation on Recode into 
Different Variables.

QUESTION NO: 3

If you request an aggregated dataset or data file in the Aggregate procedure, the number of cases in the new aggregated file 
is equal to what?

A. Number of cases in the original data file

B. Number of aggregated summary variables

C. Number of categories of the variables specified in the Break Variables list

D. Number of cases that you specified in the Aggregate Data dialog box

ANSWER: C 

Explanation:

Number of categories of the variables specified in the Break Variables list is correct. In the Aggregate procedure, break 
variables define the groups into which the active dataset is partitioned. SPSS Statistics calculates the requested summary 
statistics separately for each distinct combination of values on those break variables, such as a mean, sum, count, minimum, 
or maximum. When the result is written to a new aggregated dataset or external data file, each group becomes one case 
(row) in that output. Consequently, the number of cases is the number of distinct break-variable groups—often described as 
the number of categories when one break variable is used. If more than one break variable is specified, the relevant count is 
the number of observed unique combinations of their values, rather than simply adding their individual category counts. For 
example, aggregating by Department produces one output case for each department represented in the source data. 
Aggregating by Department and Region produces one output case for each represented Department–Region combination. 
This grouping behavior is the central purpose of the AGGREGATE command and its Break Variables setting. IBM’s 
documentation describes aggregate files as containing one case for each group of break-variable values and details the 
procedure’s grouping and summary-statistic behavior: IBM SPSS Statistics: Aggregate overview and IBM SPSS Statistics: 
AGGREGATE command reference.

QUESTION NO: 4

If you build an expression manually, as opposed to using a function (e.g., specify (V1+V2)/2 instead of MEAN (V1 , V2)), 
which statement is true?
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A. If any of the variables used in the expression has a missing value, it will be ignored and the expression will proceed to 
evaluate with variables that have valid values.

B. It will always return a valid value for each case, regardless of whether one or more of the source variable values are 
missing.

C. If any of the variables used in the expression has a missing value, the result for that case is a system-missing value.

D. If any of the variables used in the expression has a missing value, you will get a notification pointing this out before you 
proceed.

ANSWER: C 

Explanation:

If any of the variables used in the expression has a missing value, the result for that case is a system-missing value. SPSS 
Statistics evaluates an arithmetic expression such as (V1+V2)/2 using the values required by each arithmetic operation. 
When a source value is system-missing, the arithmetic result cannot be calculated as a numeric value, so SPSS propagates 
the system-missing value to the result for that case. For example, if V1 contains a valid score and V2 is system-missing, both 
the addition and the resulting division produce a system-missing computed value. This behavior is important when creating 
averages or composite scores manually: cases with incomplete component data will not receive a computed score through 
the ordinary arithmetic expression. In contrast, SPSS functions can implement specific missing-value handling rules. In 
particular, functions such as MEAN are designed to calculate across their arguments according to their documented missing-
data behavior, which is why choosing between an arithmetic expression and a function affects the resulting values. See 
IBM’s Compute Variable documentation and the MEAN function documentation.

QUESTION NO: 5

When adding variables from another IBM SPSS Statistics data file, which steps help ensure that cases are matched 
correctly? (Choose two.)

A. Identify one or more key variables.

B. Sort both files by the key variables.

C. Assign identical variable labels to all variables.

D. Ensure that both files contain the same number of cases.

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

Identify one or more key variables and sort both files by the key variables are correct. Add Variables combines 
information horizontally by matching cases in the active dataset with cases in an external file. The key variable or variables 
identify which records belong together, such as a respondent identification number.

Both files must be sorted in the same order by the key variables before matching cases. A variable label alone is not 
sufficient to match records, and the source file does not need to contain the same number of cases as the active dataset. 
See IBM documentation on adding variables.

QUESTION NO: 6

The reason you would select the check box next to ¡°indicate case source variable¡± in the Add Cases dialog box is to:

A. Create a new case in your merged data.

B. Highlight a specific case in one of your variables.

C. Create a variable identifying the case data source.
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D. Create a variable identifying the variable data source.

ANSWER: C 

Explanation:

Selecting “Create a variable identifying the case data source.” instructs IBM SPSS Statistics to add a source-indicator 
variable when cases from another dataset are appended to the active dataset. This variable records the origin of each case, 
allowing the analyst to distinguish cases that were already in the active dataset from cases added from the external dataset. 
It is particularly useful after combining files because it supports validation of the merge, checking source-specific counts, 
applying filters, comparing distributions by origin, or removing appended cases if necessary. In the Add Cases workflow, this 
setting is specifically about identifying where each row (case) came from; it does not identify the provenance of individual 
variables. IBM’s documentation describes this feature as creating an indicator variable that identifies the source dataset for 
cases in the merged file. See the IBM SPSS Statistics documentation on adding cases and the IBM overview of merging 
data files.

QUESTION NO: 7

The Date and Time Wizard can be used to do which operation? (Choose all that apply.)

A. Create a date/time variable from a string variable containing a date and time.

B. Construct a date/time variable by merging variables containing different parts of the date or time.

C. Add or subtract values from date/time variables, including add or subtracting two date/time variables.

D. Extract a part of a date or time variable.

ANSWER: A B C D 

Explanation:

The Date and Time Wizard supports each of the listed date-and-time transformation tasks. It can create an SPSS date/time 
variable from a string variable that contains recognizable date and time text, applying the selected input pattern so the 
resulting value is stored in SPSS’s internal date/time format. It can also construct a date/time variable from separate 
component variables, such as year, month, day, hour, minute, and second; this is useful when source data stores date 
elements in different columns.

The wizard also provides calculations involving date/time values and durations. These include adding or subtracting a 
specified duration and calculating the interval between two date/time variables, with results expressed in an appropriate unit. 
In addition, it can extract components from an existing date or time value, including elements such as the year, month, day, 
day of week, hour, minute, or second. These guided transformations produce the necessary SPSS syntax and help ensure 
that date/time formats and units are handled consistently. IBM documents these capabilities in its Date and Time Wizard 
documentation and its date and time variable documentation.
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